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Dear flea collection volunteers,

Thank you for your participation in our project. Our goal is to acquire fleas from a
geographically broad area in order to compare the bacterial pathogens they carry. Detailed
below you will find information on the contents of your collection kit, how to properly collect
ectoparasite samples, how to store the samples prior to returning them to our lab, and what
background information we would like about the cats. Although we have many organizations
collecting fleas for us, we are trying our best to standardize the collection procedure so we can
be relatively assured that our data isn’t biased based on collection methods. For this reason,
please read and follow the instructions provided on the attached SOP.

Contents: Enclosed you will find the material needed to collect fleas: large ziplock bags
for secondary containment, and one small ziploc plus one flea comb per cat. Please label
each comb/bag with a unique identification number for each cat (medical record
number).

Collection: For any feral, stray, or free-roaming cats you are able to comb, please
follow the instructions in the enclosed Flea Collection SOP. Please include any other
ectoparasites that you are able to collect (e.g. ticks). Even if signs of fleas are not readily
visible, follow the SOP to comb each cat. We have found that many of the cats are so
efficient at grooming themselves they often leave behind a very small number of fleas,
and little evidence of flea infestation.

Sample Handling Post-Collection: Please freeze samples in the interim between
collection and returning the samples to us, in order to avoid DNA degradation.

Record Keeping: We also ask that you fill out the provided table regarding patient
information: age, sex, location of origin, number of fleas observed on cat, number of
fleas collected from cat, and date of collection.

Thank you again for taking the time to assist in sample collection. We hope that your efforts will
allow us to further our knowledge of flea borne diseases. If you have any further questions or
suggestions, please feel free to contact Nandita Chittajallu (chittajallu@wisc.edu) or Dr. Erin
Lashnits (lashnits@wisc.edu; 608-628-4713).

Thank you,

The Flea Borne Disease Research Team
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